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ANNUAL  REF^ORT 

ON  THE 

Sanitary  & Housing  Conditions 

OF  THE 

FYLDE  RURAL  DISTRICT. 

For  the  Year  1920. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Rural 
District  Council. 

Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  for  your  consideration  my 
19th  Annual  Report  on  the  Health  and  Sanitary  Administra- 
tion of  the  Fylde  Rural  District  for  the  year  ended  3 1st 
December,  1920. 

The  statistics  with  regard  to  births  and  deaths  have 
again  been  supplied  by  the  Registrar-General  through  the 
County  Public  Health  Department,  and  the  number  of  births 
and  deaths  referred  to  in  this  report  are  those  “ registered  ” 
during  the  calendar  year,  and  are  corrected  for  “inward” 
and  “outward”  transfers.  They  may,  therefore,  differ 
slightly  from  the  uncorrected  figures  compiled  locally,  either 
for  the  calendar  year  or  for  a period  of  52  or  53  weeks. 

Area. — The  area  under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Rural 
District  Council  is  now  38,541  statute  acres. 

Population.  — During  the  war  period  the  Registrar- 
General,  for  statistical  purposes,  has  used  two  populations, 
one  the  “birth-rate  population”  which  included  all  elements 
of  the  population  contributing  to  the  birth-rate,  and  the  other 
the  “ death-rate  population  ” which  excluded  all  non-civilian 
males  whether  serving  at  home  or  abroad. 
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In  1920  demobilisation  had  reached  a stage  at  which 
the  Registrar-General  felt  that  the  distinction  between  “birth- 
rate populations”  and  “death-rate  populations,”  made  during 
the  period  when  a large  part  of  the  male  population  was 
under  arms,  might  in  general  be  discontinued.  A single 
estimate  of  population  is  now  shown  applicable  to  both  births 
and  deaths.  This  estimate  for  the  Fylde  Rural  area  for  the 
year  under  report  is  11,473. 


SECTION  I. 

VIXAIv  SXAXISXICS. 

Births  and  Birth-Rate.  — The  total  number  of 
registered  births  reported  by  the  Registrar-General  as  belong- 
ing to  the  Fylde  Rural  area  during  the  year  ending  December 
31st,  1920,  was  286  : males  145,  females  141.  Of  these  18 
were  illegitimate,  males  12,  females  6.  In  the  preceding  12 
months  the  total  births  were  189  : males  90,  females  99. 

The  birth-rate  for  the  Rural  District,  calculated  on  the 
estimated  population  previously  referred  to,  viz.  : 11,473,  was 
24*9  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  population,  an  increase  of  no 
less  than  8-5  per  1,000  as  compared  with  last  year,  and  5-5 
above  the  average  of  the  preceding  10  years.  The  rate  is  the 
highest  recorded  since  1910. 

The  provisional  birth-rate  for  the  whole  of  England 
and  Wales  for  the  year  1920  was  25*4  per  1,000. 

The  distribution  of  the  nett  births  in  the  Rural  area  is 
shown  below  : — 


Sub-District. 

Males. 

Females. 

Total. 

Fleetwood  

...  29  . 

..  31  , 

...  60 

Blackpool  

...  23  . 

..  28  , 

...  51 

Kirkham 

...  93  . 

..  82 

...  175 

Total  ... 

...  145 

141 

280 
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MORTALITY. 

Deaths  and  Death-Rate. — The  nett  deaths  actually 
belong-ing  to  the  Rural  area  for  the  year  1920  numbered  130  : 
males  73,  females  57  ; this  total  included  16  deaths  known  as 
“ inward  transfers,”  i.e.,  deaths  of  persons  whose  usual  place 
of  residence  was  in  the  Rural  area,  but  who  died  in  some 
other  district,  and  excludes  96  deaths  known  as  “ outward 
transfers,”,  i.e.^  deaths  of  persons  occurring  in  the  district 
whose  usual  place  of  residence  was  elsewhere.  The  majority 
of  these  deaths  occurred  in  the  Fylde  Union  Workhouse.  In 
the  preceding  12  months  the  corrected  number  of  deaths  was 
136  : males  58,  females  78. 

The  tabulated  statement  below,  supplied  by  the 
Registrar-General,  analyses  the  causes  of  death  distinguishing 
males  and  females  : — 


Causes  of  Death 

Males 

Females 

All  Causes  (Civilians  only)  

73 

57 

Enteric  Fever 

Small-pox  

Measles  

Scarlet  Fever 

Whooping  Cough 

i 

Diphtheria  and  Croup  

1 

Influenza  

2 

Erysipelas  

i 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  

3 

Tuberculous  Meningitis 

2 

Other  Tuberculous  Diseases 

1 

Cancer,  Malignant  Disease 

*6 

2 

Rheumatic  Fever 

1 

Meningitis  

Organic  Heart  Disease  

9 

4 

Bronchitis 

3 

6 

Pneumonia  (all  forms)  

6 

1 

Other  Respiratory  Diseases 

Diarrhoea,  etc.  (under  2 years) 

Appendicitis  and  Typhlitis  

i 

"i 

2 

Cirrhosis  of  Liver 

Alcoholism  

Nephj'itis  and  Bright’s  Disease  .... 

i 

i 

Puerperal  Fever  

Parturition,  apart  from  Puerperal 

Fever  

3 

Congenital  Debility,  etc 

*5 

9 

Violence,  apart  from  Suicide  

5 

1 

Suicide  

1 

Other  Defined  Diseases  

31 

id 

Causes  ill-defined  or  unknown 

1 

Special  Causes  (included  above) : — 

Cerebro-spinal  Fever 

Poliomyelitis  

Deaths  of  infants  under  1 year  of  age 

10 

13 

Illegitimate  

2 

Total  Births  

145 

141 

Legitimate  

133 

135 

Illegitimate  

12 

6 

Population  (for  Births  and  Deaths)  . . . . 11,473. 
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The  death-rate  of  the  Rural  District  for  the  year 
under  report  calculated  on  the  estimated  population  of  11,473 
was  equal  to  11 '3  per  1,000  as  compared  with  a rate  of  12*3 
last  year,  16T  in  1918,  and  an  average  of  12‘7  for  the  10 
years  1910-1919.  The  death-rate  is  the  lowest  recorded  since 
1914. 


The  provisional  death-rate  for  the  whole  of  England 
and  Wales  in  1920  was  12*4  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  popu- 
lation. 


Deaths  in  Townships. — The  tabular  statement  shown 
below  allocates  the  corrected  number  of  deaths  to  the  various 
townships  in  the  rural  area  : — 


Sub-District.  Township.  No.  of  Deaths. 

/ Carleton 10 

Singleton  . . 2 

Fleetwood  . J Elswick 4 

Little  Eccleston-with-Larbreck 1 

VHardhorn,  Staining  and  Newton  ..  ..  9 

— 26 

Blackpool..  ..Marton 33 

/Freckleton 6 

Medlar-with-Wesham 33 

Bryning-with-Kellamergh 1 

Clifton-with-Salwick 4 

Greenhalgh-with-Thistleton  6 

Kirkham J Newton-with-Scales 2 

Ribby-with-Wrea 5 

Treales,  Roseacre,  Wharles  4 

Warton 5 

Weeton-with-Preese 3 

,Westby-with-Plumpton  2 

— 71 


130 

Deaths  from  Principal  Epidemic  Diseases. — Four 
deaths  were  recorded  under  this  heading,  viz.  : whooping 
cough  1,  diphtheria  1,  and  diarrhoea  2,  as  compared  with  3 
deaths  last  year  and  6 deaths  in  the  year  1918. 

The  death-rate  for  1920  from  this  group  of  diseases 
corresponded  to  0*34  per  1,000  against  a rate  of  0-27  last 
year,  and  an  average  of  0*85  for  the  decennial  period,  1910- 
1919. 
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Phthisis  (Pulmonary  Tuberculosis). — Three  deaths 
were  recorded  from  this  disease,  all  females,  giving-  a death- 
rate  of  0*26  per  1,000,  as  compared  with  0’45  last  year  and 
0*47  for  the  ten  years’  average. 

Bronchitis  and  Pneumonia  gave  rise  to  9 and  7 
deaths  respectively,  against  12  and  10  deaths  in  the  preceding 
12  months. 

Influenza.  — To  this  cause  only  2 deaths  were 
attributed,  as  compared,  with  8 fatalities  last  year,  and  25  in 
the  year  1918. 

Infant  Mortality. — The  deaths  of  children  under  the 
age  of  1 year  during  1920  numbered  23,  as  compared  with 
11  in  the  preceding  year,  14  in  1918,  24  in  1917,  25  in  1916, 
and  26  in  1915.  The  distribution  of  these  deaths  in  the  sub- 
districts was  as  under  : — 

Fleetwood 7 

Blackpool 5 

Kirkham  ...  .'. 11 

The  infant  mortality  calculated  per  1,000  registered 
births  corresponded  to  80  as  compared  with  58  last  year,  83 
in  1918,  123  in  1917,  and  an  average  of  88  for  the  10  years 
1910-1919. 

The  infant  mortality  rate  in  1920  for  the  whole  of 
England  and  Wales  was  80  per  1,000  births,  exactly  the 
same  as  that  for  this  rural  area. 


The  tabulated  statement  below  compares  the  birth  and 
death-rates  for  1920  with  those  for  the  year  1919  and  the 
mean  of  the  preceding  10  years. 


Birth- 

Per 1,000  of  Population. 

Epiflemic 

Death-  Death- 

Phthisis 

Death- 

Rate  of 
Deaths 
under 

1 year 
to  1,000 

rate 

rate 

rate 

rate 

Births 

1920  

24-9 

..  11-3 

..  0-34  . 

. 0-26  .. 

80 

1919  

16-4 

..  12*3 

. . 0-27  . 

. 0-45  . . 

58 

Mean  of  10  years 

19-4 

..  12-7 

. . 0-85  . 

. 0-47  . . 

88 

(1910-1919) 

Increase  or  Decrease 
in  1920  on — 
Previous  year 

Ten  years’  average 

-f-8'5 

...-  1-0. 

..  -f  0-07... 

-0-19  ... 

-f  22 

-f-5-5 

...-1-4. 

..-0-51... 

-0-21  ... 

- 8 

8 


INFANTILE  MORTALITY,  1920. 


Nett  Deaths  fpom  stated  causes  at  various  Ages  under  1 Year. 


Causes  of  Death 

I Under  1 Week  I 

1 1-2  Weeks 

1 2-3  Weeks 

1 3-4  Weeks  1 

Total  under 

4 Weeks 

4 Weeks  and  1 

under  3 Months! 

3 Months  and 

under  6 Months 

6 Months  and* 

under  9 Months 

9 Months  and  1 

under  12  Months! 

Total  Deaths 

under  1 Year 

^ (Certified 

All  Causes  uncertified  .. 

10 

2 

3 

1 

16 

2 

1 

1 

2 

1 

22 

1 

Debility 

f Small-pox 

I Chicken-pox  . . 
j Measles 

I Scarlet  Fever  . . 

I Whooping  Cough 

*i 

1 

[ Diphtheria  and  Croup 

. . 

Erysipelas 

. . 

( Tuberculous  Meningitis 

, , 

-]  Abdominal  Tuberculosis 

Other  Tuberculous  Diseases 

Meningitis  (not  'Tuberculous) 

Convulsions  . . 

2 

1 • • 

*2 

*2 

Laryngitis 

1 

i * * 

. . 

Bronchitis 

*i 

i 

2 

Pneumonia  (all  forms) 

! . . 

, . 

f Diarrhoea 

! 

i 

1 

( Enteritis 

1 

i 

1 

Gastritis 

Pickets 

Injury  at  Birth 

, , 

f Congenital  Malformations, 

\ Premature  Birth,  etc. 

7 

1 

2 

1 

11 

1 

1 

1 

14 

Other  Causes 

i 

1 

2 

2 

Totals 

10 

i 

2 

3 

1 

16 

3 

1 

2 

1 

23 

Nett  Births  registered  during  the  calendar  year  | | 286 

Nett  Deaths  registered  during  the  calendar  year  { |u?g|tTn>lt 


VITAL  STATISTICS  OF  WHOLE  DISTRICT  during  1920  and  previous  years. 
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Nett  Deaths  belonging  to  the  District 

At  all  Ages 

Rate 

13 

-o  ^ ^ ^ 

CO  ih  o 

Number 

12 

158 

175 

132 

168 

136 

Males. . 5S 

Females  78 

130 

Males  . , 73 

Females  57 

Under  One  Year  of  Age  | 

Rate  per 
1,000 

Nett  Births 

11 

105 

103 

123 

82 

58 

80 

Number 

10 

26 

25 

24 

14 

11 

23 

Transferable 

Deaths 

of  Resi- 
dents not 
registered 
in  the 
District 

9 

13 

19 

10 

12 

7 

16 

of  Non- 
residents 
registered 
in  the 
District 

8 

87 

59 

77 

75 

73 

96 

Total  Deaths 
Registered  in  the 
District  < 

Rate 

7 

Number 

6 

Births 

Nett 

Rate 

5 

GO  UO 

O Ci  O i 

,-H  f-H  r-t  C'l 

Number 

4 

247 

241 

194 

169 

189 

Males..  90 
Females  99 
286 

Males. . 145 
Female8l41 

Un- 

corrected 

Number 

3 

JB8.C  110B8  JO  aippnu  oj 
pajBuiijsa  uoijBindoj 

11,592 

Est.  Civilian 
Population 

For  Births  12,135 
For  Deaths  11,153 

For  Births  11,725 
For  Deaths  10,518 

For  Births  11,641 
For  Deaths  10,390 

For  Births  11,493 
For  Deathsll,033 

11,473 

Year 

1 

1915 

1916 

1917 

1918 

1919 

1920 
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NATURAL  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE 
DISTRICT. 

The  Physical  Features  and  General  Character 
OF  THE  District  are  mostly  flat,  with  slig-ht  undulations  in 
certain  parts. 

The  sub-soil  is  various,  chiefly  clay,  marl  and  peat, 
with  some  sand.  The  majority  of  the  villages  are  situated 
on  the  upper  boulder  clay.  However,  in  some  parts  of 
Marton  Moss  1 to  3 feet  of  sand  is  intercalated  in  the  peat, 
and  in  a few  cases  a yellowish  white  clay  is  found,  containing 
plant  growths,  such  as  trunks  of  oak,  alder,  yew,  etc.  In 
other  parts  of  the  Moss  the  peat  reaches  a thickness  of  from 
3 to  5 yards,  and  here  again  the  trunks  of  trees  are  found. 
At  the  base  there  is  also  a blue  and  white  silt. 

• 

Freckleton  Marsh  consists  of  alluvial  deposits,  which 
are  bounded  on  the  north  by  banks  formed  of  the  upper 
boulder  clay.  Trunks  of  trees  have  also  been  found  in  the 
Marsh.  More  than  one  historian  has  maintained  that  the 
Fylde  was  once  a forest,  hence  the  origin  of  the  name 
“ Fylde,”  meaning  “the  felled  land.” 

The  Social  Conditions  are  chiefly  agricultural,  with 
the  exception  of  certain  townships  (Freckleton  and  Wesham), 
where  the  inhabitants  are  mainly  occupied  in  cotton  mills. 
As  to  any  influence  of  occupations  on  the  people,  this  is 
shown  by  a large  amount  of  dyspeptic  and  anaemic  ailments 
among  the  mill  workers. 

Workhouse  Accommodation. — This  is  very  good,  and 
accommodation  is  provided  not  only  for  the  Fylde  Rural 
District,  but  also  for  Blackpool,  Fleetwood,  St.  Annes, 
Lytham,  Kirkham,  Poulton,  etc.  The  total  number  of 
inmates  on  December  31st,  1920,  was  242, 
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The  Children’s  Homes  in  Kirkham  are  for  the  destitute 
children  of  the  Fylde  district.  Each  house  is  supervised  by 
a foster  mother.  The  total  number  of  children  on  December 
31st,  1920,  was  60—38  boys,  22  g-irls. 

The  Use  of  Hospitals  for  Gratuitous  Relief  are 
as  follows  : — Two  Isolation  Hospitals,  viz.,  the  Fylde  Con- 
joint Isolation  at  Moss  Side  for  Infectious  Diseases,  and  the 
Preston,  Fylde,  and  Garstang-  Hospital  at  Elswick,  for 
Smallpox  ; the  Preston  Royal  Infirmary  and  the  Victoria 
Hospital,  Blackpool,  for  medical^  and  surgical  operations ; 
the  Fylde  Union  Infirmary  at  Wesham  for  necessitous  cases, 
and  a Sanatorium  at  Elswick  for  Tubercular  patients. 

SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE 
DISTRICT. 

Water  Supply. — The  majority  of  the  houses  receive 
their  supply  from  the  Fylde  Water  Board,  the  water  of  which 
is  very  good  and  constant.  Its  source  is  Grizedale.  How- 
ever, there  are  still  a few  houses  which  rely  on  stored  roof 
water.  No  cases  of  lead  poisoning  through  water  supply 
have  occurred. 

Rivers  and  Streams. — No  main  rivers  pass  through 
your  district  ; but  it  might  be  mentioned  that  the  Fylde  Rural 
District  is  bounded  on  the  north  by  the  River  Wyre,  and  on 
the  south  by  the  River  Ribble,  and  as  to  pollution  of  streams 
very  little  takes  place. 

Drainage  and  Sewerage.  — The  more  populous  town- 
ships of  Wesham,  Freckleton,  Clifton,  and  Carletonj-  have 
their  outfall  into  tidal  waters.  The  drainage  of  one  part  of 
Marton  flows  into  the  Blackpool  Corporation  sewer,  and  two 
other  portions  are  dealt  with  by  tanks  and  filter  beds.  Wrea 
Green  and  Warton  also  flow  to  tanks,  thence  to  the  Ribble. 
Singleton  discharges  its  drainage  into  a brook,  while  the 
remaining  part  of  the  district  is  dealt  with  by  means  of  cess- 
pools, 
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The  Closet  Accommodation  is  as  follows  : — 


Privy  closets 
Water  closets 
Waste  water  closets 
Pail  closets 
Ashbins 


...  1810 
...  687 

...  16 
...  143 

...  557 


Two  privy  closets  have  been  converted  to  the  water 
carriage  system  during  1920. 

Scavenging. — This  is  carried  out  in  Wesham,  Freckle- 
ton,  and  Marton  by  the  Local  Authority. 

In  other  more  sparsely  populated  districts  the  house- 
holders are  responsible,  as  the  people  having  land,  deal  with 
the  matter  themselves. 

The  disposal  of  ashes  and  of  house  refuse  is  in  part 
conveyed  to  tips,  and  the  excreta  deposited  on  land  as 
manure.  Where  there  are  cesspools  they  are  dealt  with  by 
the  occupants. 

Sanitary  Inspection  of  the  District.  — Full  par- 
ticulars as  to  inspections  will  be  found  in  the  Inspector’s 
Report. 

Premises  and  Occupations  which  can  be  Controlled 
BY  Bye-laws. — There  are  no  lodging-houses,  and  the  only 
offensive  trade  is  that  of  a tripe-boiling  place. 


FACTORIES  AND  WORKSHOPS  ACT,  1901. 

A register  is  kept  of  all  Factories  and  Workshops  in 
the  district,  which  are  visited  periodically. 
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Including  those  specified  in  Sections  2,  3,  7,  and  8 of  the  Factory  and  Workshop  Act,  1901,  as  remediable  under  the  Public  Health  Acts. 
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3 . — Homework. — Nil. 

4.  — Registered  Workshops. — Number  of  workshops  on 


the  Reg’ister  at  the  end  of  the  year  : — 

Blacksmiths  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  14 

Joiners  ...  ...  ...  ....  ...  11 

Shoemakers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Clogfg-ers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Bakers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Dressmakers...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Total  number  of  Workshops  on  Reg’ister...  41 


5. — Other  Matters. 

Matters  notified  to  H.M.  Inspector  of  Factories  : — 

Failure  to  affix  Abstract  of  the  Factory  and  Workshop  Acts  (s.  133, 

1901) 0 

Action  taken  in  matters  referred  by  H.M.  Inspector  as  remediable 
under  the  Public  Health  Acts,  but  not  under  the  Factory  and 
Workshop  Acts  (s.  5,  1901) — 

Notified  by  H.M.  Inspector  . . . . . . . . . . 0 

Reports  (of  action  taken)  sent  to  H.M.  Inspector)  . . . . 0 

Underground  Bakehouses  (s.  101)  in  use  at  the  end  of  the  year  . . 0 


Schools. — There  are  19  Schools  in  your  district. 
School  closure  took  place  in  1920  on  7 occasions,  as  shown 
by  the  followings  table  : — 


Months.  School.  Disease,  Period. 

January-February  . . Carleton  . , Measles  . . 4 weeks 

„ . . Esprick  . . ,,  . . 4 „ 

,.  ..  Hardhorn-with-Newton. . „ ..  4 „ 

May Wesham  R.C.  . . „ . . 4 „ 

„ Westby  R.C.  ..  „ ..  2 „ 

June Marton  Moss  C.E.. . Whoooping  Cough 

and  Mumps  . . 4 ,, 

December Newton- with- Scales  Suspected 

Diphtheria  and  Colds  3 weeks 


The  sanitary  conditions  of  the  schools  are  good,  and 
they  are  always  disinfected  after  closure  for  infectious 
diseases.  All  the  schools  with  the  exception  of  I'reales  and 
Little  Marton  are  supplied  with  Fylde  Water.  With  regard 
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to  these  two  cases,  the  water  is  supplied  from  a pump.  As 
to  the  action  taken  to  prevent  the  spread  of  infectious 
diseases,  the  precautions  are  : — First,  exclusion  from  all  in- 
fected families  ; then,  if  this  is  not  sufficient  to  eradicate  the 
disease,  the  school  is  closed  for  a limited  period. 

The  Medical  Inspection  of  School  Children  under  the 
Education  (Administrative  Provision)  Act  is  carried  out  in  the 
Schools  in  the  District  by  the  School  Medical  Officer  acting 
under  the  County  Council. 

Other  sanitary  conditions  requiring  notices  are  water 
supply  to  Wharles  and  part  of  Treales. 

FOOD. 

(а)  Milk  Supply. — This,  on  the  whole,  is  good.  No 
milk  is  imported  into  the  district. 

The  Dairies,  Cowsheds,  and  Milk  Shop  Orders  are 
carried  out  by  the  Fylde  Rural  Authority.  There  are  283 
cowkeepers  and  11  registered  dairymen  or  milk  sellers.  The 
dairies  and  cowsheds  are  systematically  inspected. 

The  County  Analyst  declared  27  samples  purchased 
by  the  Police  Authorities  to  be  genuine.  Two  other  samples 
contained  3’5  and  4 parts  by  volume  of  cowdung  per  100,000 
respectively,  and  another  sample  was  found  to  be  deficient  in 
milk  fat.  These  latter  cases  were  cautioned. 

(б)  Other  Foods. — The  sanitary  condition  of  the  Bake- 
houses is  satisfactory. 

The  condition  of  the  slaughter-houses  in  the  district  is 
also  good,  but  at  the  present  time  there  is  no  public  abattoir. 

The  number  of  slaughter-houses  in  use  in  the  district 
at  the  dates  mentioned  were  : — 

In  January,  In  December, 
In  1914.  1920.  1920. 

Registered  13  ...  10  ...  10 

Licensed  13  ...  10  ...  10 


16 


No  carcases  were  condemned  for  tuberculosis,  but  the 
carcases  of  three  pigs  were  condemned  for  suspected  swine 
fever. 


Sale  of  Food  & Drugs  Acts. — The  following  samples 
were  taken  by  the  County  Constabulary  in  the  Fylde  Rural 
District  during  the  year  ended  December  31st,  1920  : — 


Sample. 

2 Zinc  Ointment 
2 Cream  Tartar 
1 Cream  Tartar 

1 Chlorate  of  Potash, 
1 oz. 

1 Chlorate  of  Potash, 
1 oz. 

1 Camphor 
4 Ground  Ginger 

1 Ground  Rice . . 

2 White  Pepper 
1 Mustard 

4 Coffee.. 

1 Tartaric  Acid 


Result  of  Analysis. 
Genuine 
Genuine 
Adulterated 

Genuine 

Deficient  in  Potassium 
Chlorate 
Genuine 
Genuine 
Genuine 
Genuine 
Genuine 
Genuine 
Genuine 


Remarks. 


Fined  £1  and 
£2  17s.  8d.  costs. 


Cautioned 


PREVALENCE  OF  AND  CONTROL  OVER  INFECTIOUS 
DISEASES. 

Under  the  Infectious  Diseases  Notification  Act,  43  cases 
were  notified,  viz.  : Scarlet  Fever  21,  Diphtheria  13,  Enteric  1, 
Erysipelas  1,  Puerperal  Septicaemia  1,  Ophthalmic  Neona- 
torum 2,  and  Pneumonia  4. 

Under  the  Public  Health  (Tuberculosis)  Regulations, 
12  cases  of  Tubercular  Diseases  were  notified.  Of  these  12 
cases,  9 were  Pulmonary  and  3 Non-pulmonary. 

Of  the  Tubercular  cases,  6 patients  received  Sanatorium 
treatment  during  the  year. 

Excluding  the  cases  of  Pneumonia  and  Tubercular 
Disease,  28  cases  were  removed  to  the  Isolation  Hospital  at 
Moss  Side,  viz  : — 15  Scarlet  Fever,  11  Diphtheria,  1 Puer- 
peral Septicaemia,  and  1 Enteric. 
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The  two  cases  of  Ophthalmic  Neonatorum  were  noti- 
fied from  and  treated  at  the  Fylde  Union  Hospital,  Wesham. 


SCARLET  FEVER. 


21  Cases.  0 Deaths 


These  cases  occurred  in  the  followings  districts  througsh- 
out  the  year,  excepting  the  months  of  February,  July,  and 
November  : — 


District. 

Marton 

Freckleton 

Warton 

Carleton 

Staining 

Newton-with-Scales 

Singleton 

Weeton 

Westby 

Wrea  Green  ... 


Number  of  Cases. 

3 

4 
1 
4 
1 
2 
2 
2 
1 
1 


21 

Fifteen  cases  received  hospital  and  six  home  treat- 
ment. 


With  regard  to  some  of  the  cases  in  Freckleton,  it 
might  be  mentioned  in  one  instance  that  a boy  residing  in  the 
village  was  notified  as  a case  of  Scarlet  Fever.  Later,  it 
transpired  that  other  members  of  the  same  family  had  pre- 
viously suffered  from  sore  throats  and  vomiting.  This  child 
was  at  once  removed  to  hospital,  and  the  others  were  also 
isolated.  Another  instance,  »baby  aged  nine  months  went 
into  the  Preston  Infirmary  for  an  operation,  and  was  subse- 
quently sent  six  days  later  to  an  Isolation  Hospital,  as  suffer- 
ing from  Scarlet  Fever.  This  child  was  discharged  from  the 
hospital  on  June  3rd.  Six  days  after  the  mother  of  the  child 
became  ill,  and  was  notified  by  her  medical  attendant  as 
suffering  from  Scarlet  Fever.  This  case  was  also  sent  to  the 
Isolation  Hospital. 
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Owing  to  the  fact  that  there  might  be  some  concealed 
cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  in  the  village,  the  Freckleton  School 
was  visited  on  June  15th,  and  the  children  examined.  A boy 
was  found  to  be  in  an  advanced  stage  of  desquamation,  con- 
sequently he  was  excluded  at  once,  isolated,  and  the  school 
disinfected.  Luckily,  there  were  no  other  cases. 

As  regards  a case  at  Weeton,  a maid  living  with  a 
family  here  had  been  in  hospital  ten  weeks  suffering  from 
Scarlet  Fever,  at  Newcastle.  When  she  came  to  this  district 
she  brought  some  dolls’  clothing  with  her  for  a little  girl,  and 
it  is  assumed  that  these  articles  had  not  been  disinfected,  as 
the  child  developed  Scarlet  Fever  soon  after  the  maid’s 
arrival.  There  is  no  doubt  that  a certain  number  of  cases  of 
infectious  diseases,  owing  to  the  mildness  of  the  attack  are 
not  notified  at  all,  owing  to  the  fact  that  in  some  instances, 
the  parents  are  so  apathetic  and  careless  as  not  to  notice  any 
unusual  symptoms,  and  consequently  do  not  trouble  to 
obtain  medical  assistance.  In  this  way,  infection  is  given  to 
others,  and  sometimes  deaths  are  caused  which  might  have 
been  avoided. 


DIPHTHERIA. 

13  Cases.  1 Death. 

These  cases  occurred  in  January,  and  from  June  to 
December.  One  case  was  practically  in  a moribund  condition 
on  admission  to  the  hospital,  and  terminated  fatally  within  a 
few  hours.  With  regard  to  this  case,  the  parents  had 
delayed  medical  assistance,  whereas  by  a prompt  treatment 
of  anti-toxin  the  case  might  have  had  a chance  of  recovery. 

It  might  be  mentioned  that  four  children  residing  in 
Clifton  and  Salwick,  attended  a school  in  another  district, 
where  there  had  been  some  cases  of  Diphtheria.  No  local 
causes  could  be  found  for  the  other  cases. 
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Eleven  of  these  cases  received  treatment  at  the  Moss 
Side  Hospital.  Swabs  are  taken  in  all  cases,  and  anti-toxin 
used  without  delay,  and  also  supplied  to  local  practitioners 
when  required. 

PUERPERAL  SEPTICEMIA. 

1 Case.  0 Deaths. 

One  case  of  Puerperal  Septicaemia  occurred.  This  was 
a serious  and  critical  case,  and  was  removed  to  the  Isolation 
Hospital.  However,  with  care  and  attention,  the  patient 
made  a good  recovery. 

OPHTHALMIA  NEONATORUM. 

2 Cases. 

Both  cases  were  notified  from,  and  treated  at  the 
Fylde  Union  Hospital,  Wesham.  A case  of  Gonorrheal 
Ophthalmia  was  treated  at  home. 

ENTERIC. 

1 Case.  0 Deaths. 

No  local  cause  as  to  the  origin  ot  this  case  could  be 
traced,  as  the  surroundings  of  the  patient’s  home  were  satis- 
factory. 

ERYSIPELAS. 

1 Case.  1 Death. 

There  were  two  cases  of  Erysipelas,  one  of  which  was 
not  notified,  and  which  terminated  fatally. 

MEASLES. 

Owing  to  the  withdrawal  of  the  order  of  Notification 
of  Measles,  there  is  no  definite  idea  of  the  number  of  cases 
beyond  the  closure  of  five  schools  due  to  this  disease.  I 
maintain  that  with  the  compulsory  Notification  of  Measles, 
parents  realised  more  the  seriousness  of  this  complaint  and 
its  sequelae,  if  they  neglected  to  take  necessary  precautions 
with  regard  to  nursing  during  illness  and  isolation  of  the 
patient. 
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Moreover,  I consider  with  the  Notification  Order  in 
force,  each  individual  house  could  be  visited  by  the  Inspector 
or  Medical  Officer,  when  necessary,  to  see  that  all  precau- 
tionary measures  were  carried  out,  thus  preventing-  the 
spread  of  the  disease,  especially  in  districts  where  there  are 
no  resident  health  visitors.  In  many  cases,  the  parents  do 
not  obtain  medical  assistance,  and  allow  the  patients  to  mix 
freely  with  other  members  of  the  family  or  even  with  people 
outside,  with  no  regard  to  isolation  of  any  kind,  and  thus  the 
prevalence  of  measles  results. 

In  1919  only  nine  cases  were  notified  in  this  district 
and  there  were  no  school  closures.  In  1920,  five  schools 
were  closed  owing  to  the  prevalence  of  this  disease — four 
schools  for  four  weeks  and  one  for  two  weeks,  not  including 
the  holidays. 

INFLUENZA. 

There  were  two  deaths  from  this  disease,  but  other- 
wise no  epidemic  during  the  year. 

Anti-Influenza  Vaccine,  as  supplied  by  the  Ministy  of 
Health  was  given  to  a local  practitioner,  who  inoculated  12 
persons  in  the  neighbourhood. 

Bronchitis  and  pneumonia  gave  rise  to  9 and  7 deaths 
respectively,  as  compared  with  12  and  10  deaths  in  1919. 

TUBERCULAR  CASES. 

12  Cases.  9 Deaths. 

Of  the  12  cases  notified  9 were  Pulmonary  and  3 Non- 
pulmonary. 

With  regard  to  the  control  over  Infectious  Diseases, 
in  all  cases  of  Diphtheria,  bacteriological  examination  of 
swabs  is  made,  and  anti-toxin  is  used  at  once. 

Inquiries  in  homes  and  schools  to  discover  “ contacts,” 
exclusion  of  all  suspects,  and  isolation  of  “return”  and 
“carrier”  cases  (if  any)  are  made. 
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On  receipt  of  a notification  of  an  infectious  disease,  a 
visit  is  made  by  the  Inspector,  and  all  precautions  taken  to 
prevent  its  spread.  The  people  are  prevailed  upon  to  make 
use  of  the  Isolation  Hospital. 

Any  cases  treated  at  home  are  visited  by  the  Inspector, 
and  the  patient  isolated  ; the  children  (if  any)  are  kept  from 
school.  After  recovery  (or  otherwise)  a thorough  disinfection 
of  clothes  and  of  premises  takes  place. 

Where  non-notifiable  infectious  diseases  occur,  and 
about  which  school  intimations  are  received,  exclusion  from 
school  and  isolation  as  much  as  possible  are  made.  In  all 
cases  the  schoolrooms  are  disinfected. 

As  regards  the  notification  of  Tuberculosis  this  matter 
is  fairly  well  carried  out.  Of  course,  there  is  occasional  late 
notification,  due  in  most  cases  to  the  relatives  omitting  to 
send  for  assistance  in  time. 

Every  week  the  notifications  of  Tuberculosis  are  sent 
to  the  County  Council.  The  Tuberculosis  Officer  soon  after 
visits  each  patient  with  the  Medical  Attendant,  and  where 
necessary  domicilary  or  sanatorium  treatment  is  given.  On 
the  occasion  of  death  or  removal  to  a sanatorium  the  dwellings 
are  always  disinfected, 

SMALL-POX. 

No  cases  have  occurred  during  the  year. 

VACCINATIONS,  1920. 

Primary  Vaccinations  89 

Exemptions 66 

MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE. 

The  County  Council  have  appointed  a part  time 
Health  Visitor,  who  on  receipt  of  notification  of  birth,  visits 
each  case  and  gives  necessary  advice  to  the  mothers. 
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If  there  should  be  any  cases  of  Puerperal  Fever,  they 
are  removed  in  nearly  all  cases  to  the  Isolation  Hospital. 

As  to  Ophthalmic  Neonatorum,  instructions  have  been 
given  to  the  midwives  to  take  precautions  to  prevent  this 
disease  occurring,  and  if  it  occurs,  to  notifiy  it  at  once. 
These  notifications  are  sent  on  to  the  County  Council. 

SANITARY  ADMINISTRATION. 

The  staff  consists  of  a Medical  Officer  (part  time)  and 
a Sanitary  Inspector  (whole  time). 

The  Medical  Officer  has  not  only  all  the  duties  in  con- 
nection with  his  appointment,  but  to  undertake  all  the  clerical 
work,  which  has  greatly  increased  since  1914. 

Hospital  Accommodation. — There  are  three  hospitals 
in  the  district,  and  one  sanatorium,  viz  : — The  Fylde  Con- 
joint Isolation  Hospital  at  Moss  Side  for  infectious  diseases  ; 
the  Smallpox  Hospital  and  the  Tuberculosis  Sanatorium  at 
Elswick,  and  also  the  Fylde  Union  Infirmary  at  Wesham. 

Twenty-eight  cases  of  infectious  diseases  were  removed 
to  the  Isolation  Hospital.  The  two  cases  of  Ophthalmia 
Neonatorum  were  treated  at  the  Fylde  Union  Infirmary.  It 
might  be  mentioned  that  the  Isolation  Hospital  at  Moss  Side 
is  also  used  by  the  following  districts  : — Fleetwood,  Poulton, 
Thornton,  Kirkham,  St.  Annes,  Lytham,  and  the  intervening 
districts  of  the  Fylde. 

The  administration  of  these  hospitals,  is  carried  out  by 
the  various  hospital  committees,  made  up  of  representives 
from  the  several  districts  forming  the  conjoint  area. 

The  Administration  of  Local  Acts  or  General 
Adoptive  Acts. — You  have  adopted  the  Infectious  Diseases 
(Prevention)  Act  and  the  Public  Health  (Amendment)  Act, 
1890, 
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Chemical  and  Bacteriological  Work. — There  have 
been  36  examinations  of  swabs  for  the  detection  of  the 
diphtheritic  germ,  8 of  which  proved  negative. 

There  were  two  blood  tests  in  cases  of  Enteric,  both 
of  which  were  positive. 

The  chemical  and  bacteriological  work  is  undertaken 
by  Professor  Delepine,  of  Manchester. 

This  concludes  my  Report,  and  I am  sure  you  will 
agree  with  me  that  it  is  a very  satisfactory  one  when  the 
vital  statistics  are  compared  with  those  of  previous  years. 


I am,  Gentlemen, 

Yours  faithfully. 


CHARLES  COURT. 
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FYLDE  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Fylde 
Rural  District  Council. 

Gentlemen, 

I have  again  the  honour  of  presenting  to  you  the 
Annual  Report  and  Summary  of  Work  done  for  the  year 
ending  December  31st,  1920,  this  being  my  31st  Annual 
Report. 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACT. 

Total  number  of  Preliminary  Notices  92 

Legal  Notices  by  Order  of  Council 6 

Number  of  letters  written 220 

Number  of  defects  remedied  104 

New  drains  put  in  for  waste  and  refuse  water  6 
Existing  drains  opened,  cleaned,  and  rectified  24 

Cellar  drains  improved  2 

Offensive  ashpit  improved 1 

New  W.C.’s  put  in  place  of  privies 2 

Closets  repaired 1 

New  privy  provided  1 

Defective  privies  repaired 2 

Waste  water  pipes  improved  1 

Accumulation  of  manure  removed  1 

Nuisance  caused  by  sewage  on  side  of  highway 

abated  2 

Sewage  tanks  made  1 

Sewage  tanks  cleaned 2 

Farm  yards  drained  2 

New  manure  stead  provided  1 

Ditches  cleaned  36 

New  ashbins  provided 5 

New  pails  provided  for  pail  closets 13 

Back  yards  cleared  of  rubbish I 
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Existing  drains  tested  with  smoke  test  1 

New  drains  tested  with  smoke  test 25 

Estimated  number  of  privy  closets  in  district...  1810 

„ „ water  closets 687 

„ „ waste  water  closets  ...  16 

„ „ pail  closets  143 

SLAUGHTER-HOUSES. 


During  the  year  no  complaints  have  been  made. 

The  carcases  of  57  pigs  which  had  been  slaughtered  on 
farm  premises,  owing  to  the  presence  of  swine  fever,  were 
examined.  Three  of  the  carcases  were  condemned  as  unfit 
for  human  consumption  and  destroyed. 

BAKEHOUSES. 

No  complaint. 

SEWERS. 

Only  one  extension  has  been  made  during  the  year,  and 
that  at  Carleton,  this  being  arranged  for  last  year,  but  was 
deferred  owing  to  the  bad  weather. 

No  complaint  of  any  flooding  at  Wesham  has  been 
made  since  the  relief  drain  was  put  in  last  year. 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

Number  of  cases  enquired  into  44 

Dwelling-houses  disinfected  after  Measles  ...  6 

„ ,,  Scarlet  Fever  21 

„ „ Diphtheria  ...  13 

„ „ Typhoid  ...  1 

„ „ Phthisis  ...  8 

„ „ Puerperal  Fever  1 

Number  of  articles  of  wearing  apparel  and  bed- 


ding disinfected  508 

Number  of  Schools  disinfected  7 
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HOUSING  AND  TOWN  PLANNING. 

Number  of  Houses  inspected  19 

„ „ condemned 1 

„ improved  1 

Number  of  Notices  under  Section  15 3 

Number  of  Houses  Improved  under  Section  15  2 

LEGAL  PROCEEDINGS. 

None  instituted  during*  the  year. 

DAIRIES  AND  COWSHEDS. 

Improvements  have  been  made  during*  the  year  in 
eight  cowsheds  by  altering  the  lighting  and  ventilation  and 
by  the  repair  of  uneven  floors  and  removing  the  inlets  to 
drains  from  interior  to  outside.  Several  more  cowkeepers 
have  put  in  milking  machines  during  the  year.  There  are 
now  283  cowkeepers  and  11  dairymen  on  the  register. 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  WATER  ACT. 

During  the  year  a complaint  was  received  respecting 
the  water  supply  to  a farm  at  Salwick,  the  same  on  investiga- 
tion proved  to  be  unsatisfactory,  and  ultimately  arrangements 
were  made  for  the  tenant  to  have  a supply  of  Fylde  water 
from  an  adjoining  farm. 

BUILDING  BYELAWS  AND  NEW  HOUSES.' 

During  the  year  672  Inspections  of  New  Buildings 
have  been  made. 

New  Houses  to  the  number  of  34  have  been  completed 
whilst  a goodly  number  are  nearing  completion. 

The  houses  are  situate  as  follows  : — Carleton  16, 
Marton  11,  Hardhorn  2,  Clifton  2,  Wrea  Green  1,  Westby  1 ; 
all  being  supplied  with  Fylde  Water. 
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Number  of  rooms  in  above  houses  : — 
Number  of  Houses  with  1 living  room 


5 

22 

7 

11 

20 

3 


2 sleeping  rooms 


Difficulty  is  still  found  in  getting  work  done,  owing  to 
the  high  price  of  material.  As  usual  many  improvements 
have  been  effected  without  the  same  having  to  be  brought  to 
your  notice,  and  for  this  I am  grateful  to  the  property 
owners. 


I am.  Gentlemen, 

Yours  faithfully. 


JAS.  JOLLY, 


Sanitary  Inspector. 
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HOUSING. 


3se 

The  general  housing  conditions  in  the  Fylde  Rural 
District  are  on  the  whole  fairly  good.  However,  in  several 
of  the  outlying  districts,  there  are  some  very  old  houses  which 
are  still  occupied,  but  which  will  be  condemned  when  other 
dwellings  are  available. 

The  population  of  this  district  was  11,450  at  the 
Census,  1911  but  as  estimated  and  supplied  by  the  Regis- 
trar-General for  the  year  1920 — 11,473. 

The  total  number  of  houses  in  the  district  is  2,582. 

Thirty-four  new  houses  have  been  built  during  the  year 
by  private  enterprise,  and  plans  for  115  houses  have  been 
passed. 

The  Housing  Scheme  undertaken  by  the  Fylde  Rural 
Authority  had  reached  the  following  stage  on  December  31st, 
1920;— 


Number  of  Schemes  : — 

Submitted 7 


Number  of  Lay-outs: — 

(a)  Submitted 4 

(b)  Approved  4 


Number  of  Houses  Included  in  House  Plans  : — 


(a)  Submitted  

(b)  Approved  

Number  of  Houses — 

(а)  On  which  work  has  commenced 

(б)  Completed 


6 

6 


4 

0 


29 


It  might  also  be  mentioned  that  up  to  the  present  time 
(June,  1921),  plans  for  23  houses  have  been  passed,  and  34 
other  houses  have  been  built,  so  it  will  be  evident  the  housing 
is  progressing  considering  the  cost  of  labour  and  building 
material. 

As  there  is  still  a shortage  of  houses,  there  is  naturally 
some  overcrowding,  and  many  people  occupy  lodgings  who 
desire  to  have  houses  of  their  own. 

This  shortage  has  led  all  over  the  country  to  many 
dubious  devices,  such  as  families  being  taken  as  lodgers 
on  compassionate  grounds,  with  the  result  in  several  cases, 
that  the  tenants  have  become  the  lodgers  by  the  new-comers 
buying  the  house  “over  their  heads,”  and  by  a system  of 
persecution,  in  the  long  run  obtained  possession  of  the  whole 
house. 

Such  cases  have  been  personally  brought  to  my  notice 
in  the  Fylde  Rural  District. 

There  are  no  unhealthy  areas,  and  on  considering  the 
tables  of  statistics,  there  is  proof  of  the  healthy  condition  of 
the  district. 

The  Water  Supply  is  very  good  in  all  the  townships 
except  part  of  Treales  and  Wharles,  and  a few  isolated 
houses,  which  are  dependent  on  pumps.  As  memtioned 
before,  the  general  standard  of  housing  is  fairly  good,  and 
defects  in  houses  have  been  remedied  when  necessary. 

With  a few  exceptions,  the  closet  accommodation  and 
refuse  disposal  are  fairly  good. 

Estimated  Population  ...  ...  ...  ...  11,473 

General  Death-rate  ...  ...  per  1000  11*3 

Death-rate  from  Tuberculosis  ...  per  1000  0*26 

Infantile  Mortality  ...  per  1000  Births  80 

Number  of  Dwelling-houses  of  all  classes  ..  2,582 

,,  working-class  dwelling-houses  ...  2,062 

,,  new  ,,  ,,  erected  33 
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Unfit  Dwelling-houses. 

Number  of  houses  inspected  under  Public  Health 

or  Housing  Acts  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 

Number  of  Dwelling-houses  inspected  under  Sec- 
tion 17,  Housing  Act,  1910  ...  ...  ...  19 

Number  of  Dwelling-houses  considered  unfit  for 

human  habitation  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Action  under  Section  28  of  the 
Housing  Act,  1919. 

Number  of  orders  for  repairs  issued  ...  ...  3 

Number  of  cases  in  which  repairs  were  carried 

out  by  Local  Authority  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

Number  of  Dwelling-houses  voluntarily  closed 

by  owner  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Closing  Orders. 

Number  of  closing  orders  made  ...  ...  ...  1 

Number  of  Dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

demolition  orders  were  made  ...  ...  Nil 

Number  of  Dwelling-houses  demolished  in  pur- 
suance of  demolition  orders  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

Number  of  Dwelling-houses  demolished  volun- 
tarily ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

The  staff  engaged  in  housing  work  consists  of  the 
Clerk,  the  Surveyor,  the  Sanitary  Inspector,  and  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  when  necessary. 
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